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About Me ...

s L. S
Let’s explore and envision the possibilities of ... Northwestern University; SPED + SLP

Guest Lecturer

< AAC
. Private practice (Chandani. & Burns, LLC, Chicago)

+ Total Communication - consults and evals for schools ‘
« Increasing communication Opportunities + family education/parent coaching
+ Many, Many low- and high-tech resources for: & 16 );fars OffWOVk eXD?"i:REe?A -

+ Communication (Speech, Language, Pragmatics) . reaiZDel-)i(E)eg::(.:utivevFul:;)i(clJanmgﬂsm'

° Read\‘ng . - Technology Enthusiast!

: Learmqg n gene}ra\» . International Work/Trainings to set up SPED and

« Executive Functioning

speech programs

Younger brother
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Speaker Disclosures

Financial Disclosures:

+ Chandani & Burns, LLC Speech Therapy (Owner) « What is AAC?
: “Not being able to speak is not the
* Speaker honorariums * How do I know if my child needs AAC? same as not having anything to say.”
Nonverbal or limited verbal Rosemary Crossley

. . . Poor or unintelligible speech
Non-Financial Disclosures: (speech is hard to understand)

+ Tech Ideas/Suggestions Limited vocabulary
Many scripted phrases
Someone thinks your child needs
AAC!

Myth Busters!
Common Myths about AAC

My cf verbal (can talk)

Using AAC will hinder or stop verbal communication/speech development.
My child may stop talking and will rely on their device.

AACis the last resort.

My child is not ready for a device.

My child is too young for AAC.

Why is TC important? How do we encourage and support TC?



https://pngimg.com/download/4442
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/communication-clinic/2017/03/24/total-communication-top-tips/

All behavior is a form of

communication. AAC Continuum

Low Tech — Sign language,
Picture exchange,
Communication boards

Mid Tech — Static Devices
“I've learned that people will (e.g. Go Talk)
forget what you said, people
will forget what you did, but
people will never forget how
you made them feel.”
— Maya Angelou

prisms

High Tech — Speech
generating devices (SGDs);
iPAD apps

How do | know which one is

WE ACKNOWLEDGE AND ACT ON THIS BELIEF| right for my child?

'WITH BABIES. THE CHALLENGE IS HOLDING ONTO|
THIS TRUTH AS THE CHILD MATURES.
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AAC: High Tech

+ Arobust language system

Different parts of speech — Allows for spontaneous and
novel utterances (SNUG)

+ Grows with student over time
+ Core and fringe vocabulary

+ Social phrases (e.g., No way! You're funny!)

+ Can hide/mask words can
Keyboard
Motor planning can

hitp:/pra sac.org/praacticallinguistically-r c-systems/

Transitioning from PECS..

g

..to a full communication system:

Pa @

make applesauce ?

9)

Rem

want apple
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Aided Language Stimulation

want

you

Partner Augmented Input

+ During ALS, the communication partner

+ Teach AAC by speaking AAC!

______toa graphic symbol
while simultaneously producing the corresponding spoken message
during natural communicative exchanges.

+ Model the language without expecting or requiring a response and

think beyond requesting!

“We wouldn't teach someone to drive by giving them a lecture, tossing them a book, and then turning them loose on the freeway.”

Jim Knight
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Some free AAC apps to try ...

symbols modeled for

 weekly for minutes, it will take

1
communication
g ot

for them to have the same ex;

as an 18 month old has to spoken language. m SMS

S0 1/c 1

How to create/increase communication opportunities?

O d O AA
Make It FUNCTIONALI!
[¢] a a P 0
o MOTIVATION!! What will increase ENGAGEMENT?
g ‘;b i Something interesting, unusual, shocking, gross, weird, ... (Interest Inventory)
FEE 8z i Sabotage Desired items out of reach/missing
N EE a &

e a Fy . “Show me EAT." “Tell me on your device.” Instead, INVITE them to
ot =z ) — - BRI communicate (“l wonder what you want.” “It looks like you want to eat”)
SEEE w - =) Q

- BEW B T & = FOMOI! ("Yum!I” “Wow, | love this! This is so much funt”)

Fo PG T

Beyond requesting (other communicative functions); Think of Typical Language
Development (e.g., Goldfish — Yum! Daddy Goldfish! Vs. “I want”)

21

Some Familiar Tools:

ow Visual Suppo
Video Calls (FaceTime/Skype/Whatsapp)
Voice messages (e.g., Whatsapp, Voice Memo) - “W"‘M\‘H * Thought Busbles
Video modeling
Audio and Videofeedback (e.g., Voice Memo) \ ’ - * Sentence strips (visual supports)

Speech-to-text (phone, Google docs) :’0"_€Xample, to help stay on
opic:

Text-to-speech "That makes me think of...”
“Speaking of ..."

PowerPoint slides/Google Slides (Story Creation, Narratives, Social Stories)

Flashcards (Digital/Apps, e.g., Brainscape, Quizlet)
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Low Tech Interactive Apps
AAC/Visual Supports:

+ Communication boards

.YOUR FAVORITE PBS KIDS CHARACTEI;S

v 000 v
i

@& ®Q b

: @ %) ” 54 &
O@@OQ €3 -5 [SESAME STREET

= Y. AllNew Alma's Way & Donkey Hodie rj-. g 8

Popular with younger children

Apps (Narratives: Digital Story Creation)

HIGH INTEREST!

« Book Creator

Enrich your

« Stickerbook [ ) ’ wizi.‘:gn?,::z

v'Animated Shorts « MyStory P Gomic templates P\ L ::rr‘a:':
inclusive

YAFEY 0 u u e « Pictello backgrounds

v'Mr. Beast

v'Mr. Bean (pragmatics)

v'FailArmy (older kids)

v'Depending on interest (e.g., cooking videos)

Create multi-page books with voice
recording, stickers, text, and pictures
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Adjectives in The Fall Doodle Buddy

Apps (Multi-purpose

Tar Heel Reader

o [ ¥oid
u_> Screencastify

INFORMATIONAL Websites C,ooglc garth

MYSTERYdoug

Pic Collage/Pic Edu

Upward|Facing|Dog GoNdQdle
= Apps (Social Language, Social Thinkin

Conversation Builder Between the Lines

ﬂ ART CAMP
o B\ g

At for Kids Hub - YouTube

%A\;k boomcards Teachers Pay Teacherg




Resources for Reading

evic

Ideas | want to try (after listing them, write
1 and 2 next to the ones you would like to
try right away):

“ ’ y i 3
‘Nothing will work unless you do!” (Maya Angelou) m}sm

Feel free to contact me:

* Heera Chandani

+ Chandaniandburns@gmail.com

7/15/22

My Biggest Takeaways:

40

You are amazing!
Thank you for making a
difference every day!
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